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Breaking Down
Barriers



The number seems so plain on a page. 
But try to visualize this figure, and it 
becomes more difficult to grasp. 

Imagine 488,896 people, 488,896 faces, 488,896 
names. It’s challenging, isn’t it?

Attempting to mentally quantify 488,896 makes 
the number more awe-inducing. It is the number 
of people who the Lord led to Jesus in the first 
half of this year through East-West’s efforts. 

It is the number of people who have stepped out 
of spiritual darkness into God’s marvelous light. 
Thousands of people who were once unreached 
are now sons and daughters of God.

All praise be to God for 488,896.

Now, let’s focus on a number that’s much 
easier to imagine: 3.

If you put a magnifying glass over 488,896 
people and zoomed in on the story of three, 
you would see the perseverance, determination, 
and dedication it often takes to reach just one 
unreached person—or, in this case, hundreds of 
thousands of unreached people—with the gospel.

488,896



The Barriers
Before delving into the story of the three, let’s explore the broader problem. More than 3 billion people 
around the world are unreached with the gospel. Why is that?

Certain barriers limit how accessible the gospel is to nearly half the world’s population. These barriers 
include:

CULTURAL
Religious and societal 
customs and beliefs 
make the gospel less 

accepted in some 
cultures.

POLITICAL
Some governments 

outlaw proselytization 
or Christianity in 

general.

DEVELOPMENTAL
Factors, such as  

literacy rates and 
poverty levels, also 
hinder the spread  

of the gospel.

PHYSICAL
Remote villages may be 
inaccessible by vehicle 
or aircraft, requiring 

someone to trek 
through rough terrain.

In regards to physical barriers, one of the ways 
East-West aims to overcome those is through 
Extreme Teams. These short-term mission teams 
travel to remote villages to take the gospel where 
few people can go. The teams can face dangers 
along the way, including steep pathways, snakes, 
leeches, and severe weather. In some cases, the 
journey to some remote villages is considered 
too dangerous, even for Extreme Teams.

That is what happened to one Extreme Team 
in South Asia this past spring. The route to one 
village was too hazardous for the team to travel 
there safely. While the team decided not to go to 
the village, one translator felt God nudging him 
to take the risky journey. It would mean hiking 
through unforgiving terrain and facing unknown 
risks; but if someone didn’t go, how else would 
these villagers hear about Jesus?



Note: Names have been changed for security purposes.

Sharing the gospel is one of Thomas’s greatest joys. 
So when he was asked to be a translator for an 
East-West short-term mission team coming to his 
region, he was thrilled. He hiked with the Extreme 
Team from one remote mountain village to another, 
talking to people who had never heard about Jesus. 

Thomas felt both inspired by the team’s boldness 
and convicted to take advantage of the opportunity 
he has to reach the unreached in his own area. 

The team had planned to visit one village farther 
in the mountains, but it soon became apparent 
that traveling there would be too dangerous. The 
team would have had to trek through a much 
denser forest, which increased the risk of leeches 

and snakes. The team was not prepared for those 
hazards and decided to turn around.

But Thomas felt a tug 
in his heart. He knew 
the gospel was for 
everyone, including 
those in the hardest 
to reach places. He 
felt the weight of 
responsibility to go 
share the good news 
in that village, and he 
knew he had to go.

When Thomas returned home after the Extreme 
Team, he asked his friend, Luke, to go with him to 
the village. Thomas and Luke prepared bamboo 

Overcoming Fear
A Story from the Field

He felt the weight of 
responsibility to go 

share the good news 
in that village, and he 

knew he had to go.



Watch the 
Conversation  
With Thomas
Experience the journey as Thomas shares his 
story of taking the gospel to an unreached 
village. Scan the QR code to watch the film and 
see how God moved in South Asia.

sticks with salt at the end to ward off any leeches 
and snakes they might encounter. With their bamboo 
tools and some supplies the Extreme Team left for 
Thomas, the two men set off on their journey.

The forest was full of dangers as expected. Leeches 
were waiting at every turn, and Thomas and Luke 
had to use the salt to protect themselves. Fear 
began to overtake the men during the perilous 
journey. But Thomas kept his mind focused on his 
one motivation to keep going—people in that village 
needed to hear about Jesus.

Miraculously, neither man was harmed by the 
snakes or leeches. God was with them and 
protected them.

Upon arriving at the village, Thomas and Luke 
saw right away that the people were completely 
unreached with the gospel. No one had ever heard 
of Jesus, and the villagers worshiped their own 
tribal god and made sacrifices to it. 

Thomas and Luke had overcome the physical 
barrier of reaching these villagers. Now, they had 
to overcome the cultural barrier. The villagers were 

generally resistant to the gospel message. Why 
would they follow this Jesus they had never heard 
of when they had their own god to follow? 

But Thomas and Luke patiently shared the hope 
of the gospel, that Jesus had paid for their sins and 
offered them the gift of grace and redemption. 
Hearts began 
to soften as the 
people learned of 
God’s sacrificial 
love for them. 
Despite never 
encountering 
Jesus before, 
three villagers 
decided to put 
their faith in Him.

Because Thomas obeyed the Lord’s calling to go 
to an unreached place, one village now has a small 
group of believers, and plans are in the works 
to one day plant a church there. Reaching the 
unreached—even reaching just three people—
requires overcoming fears and breaking down 
barriers.

Because Thomas obeyed 
the Lord’s calling to go, 

one village now has a 
small group of believers, 

and plans are in the 
works to plant a church.



Gospel Shares: 4,986,631
Professions of Faith: 488,896
Disciples Made: 97,874
Leaders Trained: 4,119
Churches Planted: 7,677
Workers Sent: 358
Unreached People Groups Engaged: 8

Stories like Thomas’s, multiplied thousands of 
times, is how 488,896 people came to follow 
Christ in the first half of 2022. The Lord has 
also allowed many more wondrous things to 
happen. See how God moved in the first six 
months of this year.

2022 MINISTRY NUMBERS*

*Statistics are compiled from field reports from January 1-June 30, 2022.

God’s Provision

Become a Multiplier
At East-West, we desire to see disciples making 
more disciples and churches planting more 
churches. Our hope is that more believers like 
Thomas will continue multiplying disciples and 
churches until all have heard the name of Jesus. 

You, too, can multiply your impact by becoming 
a Multiplier. Multipliers are those who give 
recurring gifts that continually make a Kingdom 
impact to advance the gospel across the globe.

Learn more and start giving today by scanning 
the QR code or visiting eastwest.org/multiplyhope. 

A gift of $25 per 
month reaches 
5,000 per year 

with the gospel!

YOUR IMPACT 
MULTIPLIED
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